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We have been busy with the mis-
sion work of this church. Our ef-
forts during Lent really paid off - we
collected $790 for One Great Hour
of Sharing, and the children worked
on FreeRice.com to donate 27,000
grains of rice to help feed hungry
people around the world. The chil-
dren were challenged to reach
10,000 grains of rice and they met
that challenge. Our church gave
$500 to the UN World Food Pro-
gram, sponsor of the FreeRice.com
site. That site is up year round and
all are encouraged to while away
some time learning art history,
math, Spanish, and many other
subjects while helping to feed the
hungry.

We had our second annual Mis-
sion Month of May. We heard from
Judy Banes about her work at the
On Our Own program. We saw a
moving slide show of their holiday
dinners for about 200 people living
in the margins of society. Our
church has been active there, and
we will continue to support Judy in
this effort. Fran shared with the
children and us the work of Inter-
plast. Doctors from all over the
world (our own Elsie Downey's
daughter Susan is among them)
dedicate their medical gifts to cor-
rect birth defects in poverty stricken
areas in the world. People who
would never think of having their
child's cleft palate or other deform-
ing birth defect corrected are given
hope through the work of Inter-
plast. Susan Safire, the executive

director, excitedly shared with us the
work of Habitat for Humanity in our
own Bergen County. Besides the
sites in Edgewater and Englewood
(we've helped in both), land in Ora-
dell has become a real possibility for
a future home of a waiting fam-
ily. Habitat is busy in our own back
yard. For CROP, Tom Mujica spoke
with the children (and we all were
listening!) about how “We walk be-
cause they walk.” They walk for their
drinking water. Our area of No. Ber-
gen County has raised nearly $1 mil-
lion since 1974 when CROP came to
this area. Thank you to all who walk
and sponsor. Sister Mary Galeone
came from Mercy Center to share
with us her work in the South
Bronx. She is an inspirational
woman, and she was impressed with
our own Youth Group, how they truly
responded to what they saw there
and didn't just have a superficial
visit. Mary's description of the work
that they do and the obstacles they
face was both hard to hear and
touching at the same time. Another
Sunday was Zoe's Place and Judy
Forman. Volunteers from our congre-
gation are invited to assist with their
Support Group meetings every other
Wednesday. We can bring dinner
(optional) and provide babysitting
services. Carol and Alicia Watson-
Mucciolo, and Kathy, Jackie, and
Kara Millstein have already been to
Hackensack for this. Inter-
ested? Speak with Kathy Millstein.
We provide dinners monthly for
The Harrison House at Bergen

The committee has not met yet
this summer. However, the front
stairs to the church are painted
and the doors will be painted as
soon as the rain stops. Our Church
House will be scraped and painted
in August and some landscaping
will be done around the building. |

hope to have the committee working
on the manse in early July. | take no
credit for this, but you might have no-
ticed that there are flowers planted
around the church, and the walkway
leading from the driveway to the front
steps has been repaired. Thank you,
Bob Lewis!

County Regional, a residence for men
who are HIV-positive. Sylvia Sander-
son has led us in the response; you
can help, too. Thank you, Sylvia.

We also collected Emergency Food
Kits for those in need in our commu-
nity. We collected 13 kits. Though we
received only one name as a sug-
gested recipient, those bags of food
have reached many in need. After
distributing to the one local family, we
sent 2 bags to Crystal Mapes, the
mother of the working poor family we
have helped in the past, and the rest
to Zoe's Place. Each food bag in-
cluded a supermarket gift card, which
can be used for toiletries or dia-
pers. The need is great right here in
Bergen County.

Our mission dollars are at work. To
date in 2009 we have supported the
following organizations:

$278 Souper Bowl of Caring - Center
for Food Action

$500 UN World Food Program for our
efforts in FreeRice.com

$200 United Presbyterian Church Safe
Space - in thanks for loaning us their
hand bells

$250 to our Presbytery's continuing
effort to bring people home to New Or-
leans.

$250 Zoe's Place - to start up their
support group.

$100 Eva's Kitchen - to feed the hun-
gry in Paterson

$1000 Habitat for Humanity and the
Builder of the Year dinner

$790 One Great Hour of Sharing

= Zoe's Cupcake Cafe is a
" unique and innovative social
enterprise where business and
mission overlap. Located in Teaneck,
NJ, the cafe will generate revenue to
provide sustainable funding for Zoe's
Place while simultaneously providing
training and employment opportunities
for the teen moms receiving services
from Zoe's Place.
740 Chestnut Ave.
Teaneck, NJ 201-357-8828




Throughout Lent, a group of us met to discuss The Last Week by

Carol and Gary). This group of people and the discussions we had

Marcus Borg in the home of Carol Watson-Mucciolo (thank you (T"\

relevant to the book, and sometimes off topic, were inspiring. By
discussing Jesus' last week, we explored the political history sur-
rounding Jesus, the theology of the early church, and our own journeys in
faith. We all found the experience rewarding and have chosen to continue
as a book group. We are reading The Faith Club now, a non-fiction story of
3 women - a Christian, a Jew, and a Muslim - who get together to write a
children's book showing the commonality of the 3 religions. By learning so
much of the other faiths, they inevitably explore their own faiths. Interested
in joining our group? Speak to any one of us.

Maureen Cuschieri, Anne Henschen, Kathy Millstein, Gary Mucciolo, Fran
Thiessen, Carol Watson-Mucciolo (and Gary's nephew Paul who joined us
during his semester of study at Rutgers graduate school)

Thank you to all our dear friends:

Your kind expression of sympathy

Was deeply appreciated,

And is gratefully acknowledged
By the family of

Joseph C. Spilewski

Love Nancy and Joe
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Julia Ward Howe’s original Mothers’
Day Proclamation in 1870, was a proc-
lamation to refuse to send our sons and
daughters to war, killing other mothers’
sons and daughters. We have killed
more than 5,000 of our own in this war,
and many more thousands of other
mothers’ sons and daughters.

Some 30,000 Americans are
kiled by other Americans by gun
violence every year. 80 families
every day lose a member to gun
violence. The General Assembly of
the Pres. Church has addressed
this problem in a number of ways
(from the Pres. Peacemaking Pro-
gram'’s “Peace Notes” Spring 2009).

Our Rev. Fred Maier was re-
quested to give a talk at the Pres.
Conference Center in Stony Point,
NY, about his journey toward
peace. He did this in May and told
about his background, his early
days as a pastor (he was asked to
leave his first pastorate, because of
his stand for peace), and about his
experiences in the South in the Civil
Rights struggle. To understand
where we are today, we need to
know where we came from, and
reading about his experiences is
both exciting and informative. Cop-
ies of his talk are available at the
back of the church for you. And in
the fall we will write up the active
part our church took in those strug-
gles. For what are we struggling
today?

ARG

PASSINGS

Mary Keating
Kathryn Marguerite Nicklos
Barbara Weller Shaw
Joseph C. Spilewski, Jr.
Rev. Barbara Worthington

May They Rest in Peace.
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Kathryn was born on Nov. 29,
1919, to Louise and Ed in
Colorado, the oldest of three
girls. Her life was dedicated to
serving her church in Las
Animas, CO, and the care of her
mom. Kathryn moved east in the
90s to live with her sister, Peggy
Douvres, and recently joined our
church. She died peacefully at
Buckingham Care and
Rehabilitation Center, Norwood,

on June 19, 20089.

* 1

Barbara was born March 18,
1922, in New Orleans, LA, the
only child of Effie and John. At
age 4 her family moved to
Norwood where she remained a
life-long resident and leader in
the community. She served as a
1st Class Radioman in the U.S.
Navy (WAVES) during World
War |Il. Barbara was a
dedicated, active member of our
church. She died peacefully at
Care One Dunroven, CresskKill,
on June 22, 2009.
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Demolition was the order of the
day May 23, as members and
friends of the Pres. Church in
Norwood pitched in at Habitat for
Humanity of Bergen County's
construction project in Garfield,
NJ. The former store-front build-
ing at 58 Farnham Avenue is to
become a new home for Zoe's
Place, a Bergen County-based
charity that supports unwed teen
mothers and their babies.

The interior demolition work
will make way for multiple bed-
rooms; kitchen, dining, and living
areas; and a nursery and offices
for the charity. Zoe's provides
food, clothing, advocacy, and
other forms of assistance to
young mothers. For years the
charity had sought to establish a
permanent home for mothers, but
hopes were repeatedly dashed as
promises fell through and bureau-
cratic snarls conspired against
the charity. The three-story struc-
ture in Garfield was ultimately do-

nated for the cause, and plans
are for Habitat Bergen to sell the
property to Zoe's for $1 once
renovations are completed.

Since its founding in 1994,
Habitat Bergen has built and/or
renovated 14 affordable homes:
2 in Teaneck, 4 in Hackensack, 6
in Englewood, and 2 in East
Rutherford. The charity has part-
nered with 14 families (with a to-
tal of 75 family members) who
put their own sweat equity into
their residences while also pay-
ing low-cost mortgages that fund
future projects. Habitat Bergen
has also partnered with another
not-for-profit to renovate 18
apartments into affordable con-
dos in Edgewater, NJ.

Our church has been a foun-
dational donor and supporter of
Zoe's Place since its beginnings
nearly five years ago. We have
also supported Habitat Bergen
for many years, raising money for
emergency construction in the

Northern Valley OIld Tappan
senior Christine Leonora O'Neill
was awarded the 16th Annual
Edna and William Boell Memorial
Scholarship on June 11.
The award was presented by our
pastor, Rev. Fran Thiessen, in
front of an audience of more than
250 students, parents, and teach-
ers attending this year's Senior
Awards ceremony at the high
school.

Established in 1994 through an
endowment by the Boells, who
were long-time members of our
church, the $3,000 scholarship
goes to a graduating senior of

Northern Valley Regional High
School at Old Tappan who has a
3.0 grade point average or higher
and who is an active member of
the community. Special considera-
tion is also given to financial need.

Among nearly a dozen applicants
seeking this year's Boell Scholar-
ship, Christine was distinguished
by her extensive community ser-
vice, including volunteer organizing
activities with local Diabetes and
AIDS walk campaigns. As a junior,
Christine led a team of students
who raised more than $2,000 for
AIDS research, and she chaired
the walk committee again this year.

wake of Hurricane Katrina, donating
funds for local building, and orga-
nizing volunteers to work on pro-
jects in Edgewater, Englewood and,
now, Garfield.

Volunteer Diary:

A Personal Account

Helen Chong and her husband Choi
were among the 13 hard-working
volunteers at our Habitat build day at
Zoe's place. A friend of the church
and attendee of our Thursday ESL
class, Helen shared the following
account of her experience in her ESL
class diary:

"As the day went on, | felt really
tired. The more | felt tired, the
more | was happy. It was unusual.
When | got very tired, | imagined
the smiles of teen-mothers when
they moved into this house. My
self-esteem was high. | was
happy that | could do something
for this community. | didn’t feel |
was an outsider anymore."

Christine has maintained a 4.14
grade-point average over her four
years at NVOT. She has also been
a pole-vaulter on the school's track
team since her freshman year. She
hopes to attend either Richard
Stockton College of New Jersey or
Wake Forrest University next fall.

"We are privileged to award this
scholarship to Christine O'Neill,
who demonstrates a passion for
compassionate service as well as
for learning and athletic competi-
tion," said Fran. "Our hope for her
and for this graduating class is best
expressed in the words of the
prophet Micah, 'May they do jus-
tice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with God."™




Summer reading.

Here are a few books members of our church recommend
to help us wile away the humid days of summer (if it ever
comes)...

Sylvia Sanderson recommends Song of Solomon and
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison; Map of the World and
The Book of Ruth by Jane Hamilton;

Maureen Cuschieri and Sylvia highly endorse The Kite
Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hoss-
enini;

Elsie Downey recommends Edgar Sawtele by David
Wroblewski, Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick, and Big
Russ and Me - Father and Son: Lessons of Life, a memoir
by Tim Russert;

Jim Kuhn recommends The Limits of Power: The End of
American Exceptionalism by Andrew Bacevich. Bacevich,
a retired army colonel and professional military officer
whose prophetic voice harkens back to our Prophet Amos;
Chris Mujica recommends Pillars of the Earth and World
Without End by Ken Follet. Both are novels of 11" — 13" c.
England; A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry, a tragic story
about the culture of India;

Nancy Parker recommends The Coming Storm by Tracie
Peterson: a 19" c. family saga set in Montana territory:;
Anne Henschen recommends Home and Gilead by
Marilynne Robinson. Both feature Presbyterians! And
"The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society" by

Hannah LeClair, the granddaughter of Jim and Lila
Kuhn, was awarded a regional and national gold key
award in the Scholastic/NY Times Art & Writing
Contest. This is one of her poems, “Amends.”

Amends
The unfurling
Confederate flag
is stuck in the spice-rack
as a reminder,
not a spangled gesture of defiance

and over the mantle-piece,
a charcoal sketch

of Martin Luther King
hangs like an icon

because our ancestors
owned cotton-fields
and human flesh

and we've inherited
their Old South sins.

Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows, a great read, an
old-fashioned epistolary novel about life on Guernsey
Island, occupied by the Nazis in WWII;

Joe Davis recommends The Associate by John
Grisham — his newest legal thriller;

Harry Lanzillo recommends Inside The Jihad — My
Life With Al Qaeda by Omar Nasiri. (A pseudonym) A
non-fiction insider account of life inside Al Quaeda.
From 1994 to 2000, Nasiri worked as a secret agent
for Europe’s top foreign intelligence services including
France and England,;

Katherine Kelley recommends Private Patient, a PD
James mystery set in England and Unto These Green
Hills by Jan Karon, from a series of her books having
recurring characters. One is an Episcopal Priest;

Dave Kuenzler recommends Jesus: A Story of
Enlightenment by Deepak Chopra.

Diane Kuenzler recommends HIGHLY A New Earth
by Eckhart Tolle. Diane would like to have a discus-
sion group on Tolle’s work. Interested? Contact her or
tell Pastor Fran.

Pastor Fran recommends The Thirteenth Tale by
Diane Setterfield, a mystery that invokes Jane Eyre
and Rebecca and In This House of Brede by Rumer
Godden, an extraordinary and insightful portrait of
Philippa Talbot who leaves her professional life
among London's elite to join a Benedictine community.

A Lesson in culture:
The Importance of One’s Name

By Claudia Kim, student of ESL Bible Study

When it comes to calling someone’s name | have some-
thing to say. When my husband arrives home from work
he usually calls me “honey.” My name had hardly been
spoken after my marriage except by my parents and sib-
lings.

Traditionally Korean women’s names have disap-
peared; instead we are identified by “whose mother we
are” like “David’s mom.”

| was not taught this in school. My parents-in-law never

thought about calling me by my own name. So | am called
David’s mom, not only from them but also from parents of
my son’s friends. As a graduate of women’s university, |
was taught to live and think independently as an accom-
plished person. So this personal effacement is very un-
pleasant and unsettling.
Since last year | insisted that my husband call me by my
birth name and now he calls me “Jin-Hee,” my Korean
name. Calling me by my birth name helps me feel es-
teemed. Moreover, we feel more intimate.

But never ever am | called by my own name from my
husband’s family.



Above: Volunteers working at Habitat Bergen's Zoe's Place project on May Above: Children’s Baptism

23 included, from left, Patrick Harrington , Choi Chong , Justin celebrated on April 19
Harrington , Judy Banes , Helen Chong , Ruby Salerno , Kara Millstein , Top:

Melissa _Sungela_, Kathy Millste_in , Sam An, David Seo, Doug Henschen , Alyssa Danielle Otworth

and (taking the picture) Fran Thiessen _

Right: The Garfield location Bottom I-r: Tommy Henschen ,

Emily Ruth Otworth and
Madeleine Adrien Faubert

. A Great Celebration on Youth Sunday
At the June 11 NVOT Senior awards assembly:

Pastor Fran and Christine Leonora O’Neill

Fran's 5™ Anniversary

We celebrate 5 years of community together with
Fran as our pastor. Fran was installed as Minister
of the Word and Sacrament 5 years ago right here
in our church. It has been our privilege to grow
with her and to learn with her. She has brought
new ideas and energy to our church. We have
experienced growth and opportunity through
Fran's hard work, creative thinking, and
dedication. She works tirelessly on our behalf and
our worship experience has been enriched by
those efforts. Congratulations to Fran on her 5-
year anniversary, and a resounding Thank You to
our Pastoral Search Committee who brought her
to us 5 years ago.
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ESL Bible Study
Thursdays at 10:30 A.M.

Session Meeting
August 11, 7:30 P.M. (TENTATIVE)

Our 24-Hour Prayer Vigil
for Peace
Wed., June 24, July 21, August 19

Our Life Together

Articles for our Fall 2009 issue will
be due early September. Watch for
the date!
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Birthday wishes are extended to:

June
Marie Westervelt (9), Andrea
Kuenzler (24), Karen Hampton (30)

July
Cynthia Kucera (3), Samantha

Lewis (4), Ruby Salerno (6),
Joshua Lewis (11), Luke

Sungela (11), Michael

Downey (12), Orville Larson (14),
Bob Lewis (14), Nancy Parker (14),
Judy Banes (17), Lila Kuhn (18),
Mary Friberg (25)

Auqust

Daniel Lewis (1), Alicia Watson-
Mucciolo (4), Ruth Maier (6),
Jessica Whatley (6), Lucille
Laino (8), Robert Otworth (10),
Kerry Hampton (14), Dylan
Kwitchoff (21), Colton

Sungela (26), Cindy Cyriax (30)

H

Our Bell rings out just like it has
done since 1874! It was silenced
for several months while it got a
new rope and frame (now steel),
joining our Easter “Alleluias.” See
the pictures in the church, and the
old wooden frame that held the rope
for so long. Thank you, Dave
Kuenzler for you work, research,
and patience!

We were privileged to be present
at a “Children’s Baptism,” a service
in our Presbyterian Worship book,
not used often, but here it was! The
children baptized here in April are
Madeleine Adrien Faubert, Alyssa
Danielle and Emily Ruth Otworth,
and Tommy Henschen .

And we were privileged to be pre-
sent when two young women be-
came communicant members of our
church in May: Jenny Banes-Kievit
and Alicia Watson-Mucciolo . We
are very happy to welcome you!
Blessings Abound!

Jackson Downey , younger son
of Mike and Christen, won, we think,
the “Guts Award” as he had good-
ness knows how many stitches on
the inside of his cheek. The doctor
was impressed, too. All better by
now, thank you.

Thank you, Erica Kuenzler, for
your report on the Youth Group’s
visit to the Mercy Center in the
Bronx bringing the Mercy Center
closer to home.

Leslie’s mother, Joan Finke , liv-
ing in Florida, was inducted into the
Broward County Hall of Fame in
recognition of her years of Volun-
teer Work.

How many people do you know
who have a great grandchild, Austin
Joseph Smith? Congratulations
great grandparents, Ethel and Orvil
Larson !

Congratulations, Don and Martha
Anderson, former members now in
Maryland, they've been married 50
years!

John Grove and Richard Rac
won medals for singing in Spectrum

American Idol!

Deacon Harry Lanzillo
reminds us: Sign up to do Coffee Hour!
And Thank You.

We have a wonderful library; check it
out. See our Librarian, Maureen
Cuschieri.

What a great picnic! Fran, our Pas-
tor, was our "Guest of Honor" as we
celebrated her 5 years with us. Mike
Downey gets the hero's medal for
making umpteen hamburgers and hot
dogs on the grill. And lots of good
cooks, and game leaders, and Anne
McQuade's gorgeous flier about the
picnic and more good things than you
can imagine. You missed it? Well,
there's next June!

Anne Henschen, her sister and her
sister-in-law accompanied Anne's
mother to her mother's birthplace, Vi-
enna, for a wonderful trip. Doug H. is
glad the trip wasn't any longer!

And now we are rejoicing in Youth
Sunday; our youth shared prayers for
peace from around the world, songs
that got us clapping, and skits that
added a youthful flavor to familiar Bible
Stories. Young Madeleine Faubert
even composed a song for the occa-
sion! Melissa Sungela ’s class delight-
fully presented us with stories of John
the Baptist and the Creation - audio
visuals and all! The older children car-
ried protest placards. “Protect Dandeli-
ons(?)” gave us a stir. All was trans-
formed into prayers for Peace. It's NVR
2 L8 4 Peace! Thanks to our teachers:
Dave Kuenzler, Melissa Sungela,
Bob and Amanda Otworth, Carol
Watson-Mucciolo, Vanessa Navarro
and Nancy Collins. And also included
in this thank you are our Youth Group
Leaders: Judy Banes, Amanda Ot-
worth, and Diane Kuenzler. Thank
you, everyone. The Church School
year will end with a swim party gra-
ciously hosted by Carol and Gary
Mucciolo ! Blessings Abound in OLT!

Do we have a Saint Francis in our
midst? Norwood critters have a home
of preference. Here's a hint: initials
are NP.

If you are still receiving this publication by snail-mail and would like to be added to our e-mail list, contact Bonnie
Carabetta (e-mail: bjcarabetta@aol.com) or the Church Office (201-768-2223). We'll be glad to make the change!



01 . 11 2

1"#$ % %
&H(HS  +-" + .
IN-# 0($1"+%10 (+2

£+ *

MISSION
STATEMENT

The Presbyterian Church
in Norwood is a fellowship
of believers in Jesus
Christ who come together
to worship God, to hear
God’'s word, and receive
the Sacraments. We
reach out to all of the
community by seeking to
meet their spiritual and
physical needs in re-
sponse to God's grace
and love.

Welcome New Reader

We are an inclusive church working
for a better world. All are welcome
to share in our worship services,
receive Communion, and join our
fellowship coffee hour.

The Presbyterian Church in Norwood
has a strong church school program,

care for pre-school ages, and an
active Youth Group. We are
involved in a variety of activities

including mission pro-
jects and church family
get-togethers for fun
and fellowship.

Sunday Worship is at
10:00 A.M. "Come and
See."

PLEASE
NOTE

Please remember to
keep up with your
pledges over the sum-
mer. Our “expenses”
never take a vacation!




